
Newport Planning Board Minutes of July 22, 2026  Page 1 of 2 
 

TOWN OF NEWPORT, NH 
Minutes of the Planning Board Meeting  

July 22, 2026 – 6:30 P.M. 
Board of Selectmen’s Room 

15 Sunapee Street 
Regular Meeting and Public Hearing  

MEMBERS PRESENT: David Burnham, Chairman; Ken Merrow, Vice Chairman; Keith Sayer, Anna O’Hara  
MEMBER(S) ABSENT: Thomas Sargent, Christian McFarland, Rachel Dilger, BOS Alternate Representative; 
Jeff North, BOS Representative 
VIDEOGRAPHER: NCTV 
STAFF PRESENT: Joe Hoppock, Planning and Zoning Administrator; Kyle Harris, Town Manager 
GUEST: Tim Josephson, Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Region Planning Commission (UVLSRPC) 
COMMUNITY PRESENT: Glen West, Rochelle Brunet 
CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Burnham called the meeting to order at 6:31 pm followed by a roll call and the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
AGENDA REVIEW: accepted as presented 
MINUTES: June 24, 2026  
June 24, 2026 
Mr. Merrow made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 24, 2026 meeting as presented.  It was seconded 
by Mr. Sayer. The motion passed 4-0-0. 
NEW BUSINESS: None 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Master Plan 
The Planning Board members and Mr. Josephson discussed the latest Newport Master Plan draft.  It is currently 
110 pages.  Mr. Josephson and his team were organizing the Plan with Chapter appendixes and updated data for 
the Master Plan; one example was census data (2025 data). 
He thanked Mr. Hoppock for relaying information from Board members.  He had received the “Cultural Assets 
and Arts” Chapter and will be adding it to the Plan. 
He opened the meeting to questions/comments/corrections. 
In general discussion the following were discussed: 
 Aging population 
 Types of employment: labor force, weekly wage/comparative wages 
 Including correct poverty numbers information 
 Tourism 
 Promote small businesses in Town (Economic Chapter) 
 Strip malls 
 Revitalization of downtown area  
 Commercialized evaluation tax rates; net rate per capita (in graph for comparison)  
 Future Land Use Map (recommended taking it out until update zoning ordinance) 

• Discussed updating future use; the map and ordinance 
 Requests from Conservation and Heritage Commissions on maps to include in Master Plan 
 Have a “live” link in the Master Plan to Conservation and Heritage Commissions Section 
 Local Emergency Operations Plan (LEOP) 

There were suggestions proposed by the Board; including guiding smart infrastructure growth; having new 
growth be closer to the center of Town. 
 Data Centers as opposed to high tech.  Should Newport take a stand on whether they want them?   

They discussed how wording could be added to state the type of high-tech industry that would be allowed.  
Mr. Josephson requested they research towns that have Data Centers (ex. Lowell, MA). 
 Of people surveyed the number who responded (254). 






