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Plainfield Zoning Board-draft
Meeting Monday August 10th 2026
Meriden Town Hall
Zoning Board

Members Present: Richard Colburn Chair Matthew Decker
Mike Button Peter Martin
Brad Atwater

Others Present:
Stephen Halleran Chris Swiniarski-Z Phil Greene Rob Healy

The July 13t minutes were approved as amended.

Continuation of Case 26-01 Greene Cell Tower, Old Stage Coach Road: Board
member spent the meeting reviewing the draft decision by Matt Decker. The
nine-page document details the board’s process and findings over the course of
the four-month review of this application. Sections include a description of the
subject property, procedural history, applicable law, findings of fact and
conclusions in law. The draft decision approves the tower at an amended height
of 120’ not the 130’ requested.

A brief discussion followed about a provision in the federal law that allows a 10%
increase in height to an existing tower. Board members noted that if approved at
120’ the tower must be built to be no higher than 120’. The 10% change cannot
happen to a new tower at the time of construction without additional board
review.

Board members expressed some frustration over the federal law that effectively
overrides local zoning ordinances in cases where a “coverage gap” exists and
will be cured by a new tower.

Members pointed out some minor edits for the draft. Member Decker was
thanked for all his hard work on this document.

Member Atwater moved to approve the tower as outlined in the slightly amended
draft decision. The motion was seconded. Member Decker stated that if voting
in the affirmative on the motion to approve a member is acknowledging that they
agree with the findings of fact and conclusions of law stated within the decision.
Board members all acknowledged this statement. The vote on the motion was 3
in favor and 1 opposed. Chair Colburn, as his practice, did not vote.

An edited version of the draft will be forwarded to the Chairman for signing and
will then be placed on file with the applicant and at the town office.

The meeting adjourned at 8:15pm.

Stephen Halleran Richard Colburn, Chair






